LeBron’ triple double 
leads Cavaliers over 
Utah Jazz, 109-100 


SPORTS 


‘A Christmas Story Live!’ 
Fox brings the holiday classic to life tonight 
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Today’s weather 
Rain and 
) snow showers. 
J: High: 41 
Low: 34 
Monday: Rain, 44 | 38 
Tuesday: Cloudy, 49 | 27 
Weather report, A2 


Nation<World 


Top media figures start 
panel on harassment 
Hollywood executives and 
others in entertainment have 
established a commission to 
combat sexual misconduct. AG 
What was that? A Pentagon 
program continues to inves- 
tigate reports of unidentified 
flying objects. A14 


Metro<State 


Can social investing pay 
for city’s lead cleanup? 

A social investment “Pay for 
Success” plan could clean up 
lead in five times as many 
homes in the next decade. B1 
Our Towns: News and notes 
from Northeast Ohio com- 
munities, plus a listing of 
free holiday meals. B5 


Sports 
Despite injuries and boos, 
Couch still loves Browns 
Tim Couch was the Browns’ 
first pick in 1999. He took a 
physical and emotional beat- 
ing, but he has no regrets. C1 


Arts & Life 


Brooks scores with 
book-music anthology 
Garth Brooks’ autobiography 
gives fans a behind-the-scenes 
look at his life and the road he 
took to stardom. D1 


Forum 


The simple truth about 
the president and lying 
Opinion: He tells far more lies, 
and far more cruel ones, than 
ordinary people, says a social 
scientist who studies liars. E1 


Business 
Heres a naughty list 


of bad business behavior 


Money Matters: Teresa Dixon 
Murray looks at some compa- 
nies whose practices take ad- 
vantage of the public. F1 


Travel 

At national monuments, 
quiet trails and questions 
President Donald Trump 
sharply reduced the size of two 
national monuments. What are 
these places like for visitors? K1 
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A painful wait for disability benefits 


As budget shrinks, reviews of claims drag on for months 


BRIE ZELTNER 
bzeltner@ plaind.com 


For tens of thousands of 
Ohioans applying for Social 
Security disability benefits, 
an underfunded and in- 
adequately staffed federal 
system means months, and 
even years, of waiting to get 
in front of a judge and re- 


ceive a decision on a claim. 

In the meantime, some 
are forced to exhaust their 
savings, some fall into bank- 
ruptcy or homelessness, and 
some die. 

More than 1 million 
people across the country 
are waiting more than 600 
days, about 19 months, on 
average for hearings on their 


claims. In some parts of the 
country, the wait is longer 
than two years. 

The Social Security Ad- 
ministration’s problems 
processing disability claims 
stretch back decades and 
track closely with the fund- 
ing the agency receives 
through the congressional 
budget process. The agency 


has seen an 11 percent bud- 
get cut since 2010 and could 
see a further 4 percent drop 
next year. 

Hiring freezes, staff cuts 
and other cost-saving mea- 
sures brought on by these 
cuts have hurt disabled 
people who are out of work 
and need help, experts say. 
Judges argue it’s impossible 


for them to handle the cur- 
rent workload without more 
support staff. 

Clevelander Ebony Cal- 
houn, a former home health 
worker, is one of more than 
42,000 Ohioans in the ab- 
surdly long queue. 

Calhoun, 40, has lupus 
and had surgery on both 
ankles to remove pieces of 
bone after a staph infection. 


SEE DISABILITY | A16 


Wreaths of remembrance 


CHUCK CROW | THE PLAIN DEALER 


ile volunteers and family members visit the gravesites of loved ones, Paula Kancler 


kneels Saturday in front of the grave of her son Dennis to have a quiet moment during 


the nationwide “Wreaths Across America” ceremony. The Ohio Western Reserve 


National Cemetery in Medina County was among more than 100 cemeteries participating. 


Dennis Kancler, a 2003 graduate of Brecksville-Broadview Heights High School, served two 


tours in Iraq with the Marines before he was killed in Afghanistan in 2011. 


© cleveland.com See a gallery of the ceremony at tinyurl.com/RittmanWreaths 


Arena renovation 


The Q takes — with shimmery design 


STEVEN LITT 
slitt@plaind.com 


Architecture per se has 
played a negligible role in 
the debate over the contro- 
versial, $140 million project 
to renovate The Q. 

But now that the project is 
going ahead — after opponents 
withdrew referendum peti- 
tions last summer questioning 
whether the public should pay 
half of the cost — it’s worth 
asking whether the design will 
justify the investment. 

The answer is that the 
project, which received ap- 
proval for early stage sche- 
matic designs on Friday 
from the city’s planning 
commission, looks like a se- 


GENSLER/ROSSETTI 


An architect’s rendering of the main lobby of The Q as 
it will appear after a $140 million renovation. 


rious improvement for the 
architecturally undistin- 
guished 24-year-old arena. 

But there’s an important 
caveat. 


Despite the enthusiasm 
voiced by the planning com- 
mission at Friday’s meeting, 
the design raises a question 
about whether its most 


exciting feature — a shim- 
mering, multistory curtain 
of metal that will dominate 
a dramatically expanded 
lobby — will be muffled by 
reflections when viewed 
from outside the vast glass 
facades that will wrap the 
expanded building. 

At issue is whether the 
renovation will truly fulfill 
the goal of Cavaliers owner 
Dan Gilbert to create a lumi- 
nous, inviting, transparent 
presence on the south side 
of downtown, or whether 
the expanded Q will be cool 
and aloof, like a corporate 
complex that does little to 
enliven the surrounding city. 


SEE THE Q | A12 


Tax reform 


Final bill 
keeping 
several 


breaks 


Medical, college, 
rehab are saved 


STEPHEN KOFF 
skoff @cleveland.com 


WASHINGTON — Tax rates 
and mortgage interest are 
getting headlines with Fri- 
day’s release of the tax leg- 
islation that might actually 
become law, but several 
other features — involving 
medical expenses, tuition 
assistance and develop- 
ment tools for cities like 
Cleveland — matter, too. 

These tax breaks would 
have been killed had the 
House of Representatives 
prevailed. 

They survived because 
of the insistence of sena- 
tors, although some of the 
provisions have changes 
or time limits that will 
displease taxpayers who 
use them. 

Still, it appears the 
voices of mayors, col- 
lege officials and, to a 
much more limited ex- 
tent, health care advo- 
cates, were heard (but not 
enough to save the Afford- 
able Care Act’s individual 
mandate to buy insurance, 
which will end). 

Ohio’s U.S. Sen. Rob 
Portman, a Republican, 
was on the House-Senate 
conference committee 
that hammered out Fri- 
day’s bill. 

He has been criticized 
by editorial boards and 
Democrats for supporting 
a bill that gives priority 
to corporate tax cuts and 
could drive up the cost of 
health insurance. 

But he was also among 
the lawmakers pushing to 
keep the tax breaks. 


SEE TAX | A9 


33200 Health Campus Blvd., Avon, OH 


roseseniorliving.com 


74776 18012 


Yeah, you earned this! 


Comfortable, not opulent. Edward Rose & Sons 
communities are filled with amenities and services 
to help meet changing needs as we get older. 

Yet, our greatest offering may simply be time— 


not to squander on household chores, but to use 


for the things we enjoy most. 


Now open. No entrance fees. 


Call (440) 937-0757 


We'll treat you to lunch, too! 


Independent Living 


Assisted Living 


y 
ROSE 


SENIOR LIVING 


Avon 


Memory Care 


